ELLEN  TERRY
Miss Terry as his chief companion in the splendidly ambitious enterprise upon which he was about to embark. When he acquired her services, he reduced the possibilities of failure to a minimum ; for, in addition to great experience and high intelligence, she possessed the very quality of intensity which was characteristic of Irving himself. Her enthusiasm for her art was as great as his: her passion for experiment in that art not a whit less ardent than his own. Moreover, she shared with him his almost exaggerated solicitude for the dignity of the actor's calling. Acting to her was a very serious matter, and the actor a very serious and important artist.
And, again, the type of drama in which Irving yearned to succeed was precisely that which Ellen Terry found most to her taste. Like him, she cared nothing for plays impregnated with the sordid actualities of the present time: her heart was with the people of the old heroic days, 104